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Upcoming Events: 
 

Sat./Sun., Dec. 3-4 
Family Advent Weekend Fair 

After All Masses, Peace & Unity Rms. 
Fun family activities, refreshments, gifts 

and religious goods sale. 
 

Sat., Dec. 10 
Euchre Tournament 

6:00 pm, Peace & Unity Rm. 
 

Fri., Dec. 16 
Communal Penance Service 

with Individual Absolution, 7:00 pm 
Additional Confession times: 

Mon., Tues., Wed., Dec. 19, 20, 21 
11:00 am and 7:00-8:00 pm 

 

Sun., Dec. 18 
The Nativity Story 

Christmas Pageant 
1:00 pm, Gathering Space 

 

Sat., Dec., 24 
Christmas Eve Masses 
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 10:00 pm 

Carols at 9:30 pm 
 

Sun., Dec. 25 
Christmas Day Masses 

8:30 am, 10:30 am 
 

Sat., Dec. 31, New Years Eve 
Solemnity of Mary 
Holy Day of Obligation 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass 

 

Sun., Jan. 1, New Year’s Day 
Solemnity of Mary 
Holy Day of Obligation 

8:30 am, 10:30 am Masses 
 

Sat., Jan. 14 & Feb. 11 
Euchre Tournament 

6:00 pm, Peace & Unity Rm. 

   Advent is a time for preparation 
and anticipation.  Here are some 
ideas to help you make the most of 
your Advent experience: 
 

Communal Advent  
Penance Service 

Fri., December 16 
7:00 pm 

   To help us prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the 
Lord, we will have a Com-
munal Advent Penance Ser-
vice with Individual Absolu-
tion, on Friday, December 16, at 
7:00 pm.  Additional Confession 
times are as follows: Mon., Tues., & 
Wed., Dec. 19, 20, 21, at 11:00 am 
and from 7:00-8:00 pm.   
 

ADVENT… 
A Time For Symbols… 
A Time For Families 

   Advent is a time for families to pre-
pare together to celebrate the birth of 
our Savior Jesus Christ.  Here are a 
few “helpful hints” to make the 
REAL meaning of Christmas come 
alive in your hearts: 
 

• Take time to pray together as a 
family.  Reflect on Jesus’ pres-
ence in your daily routine.  Plan 
to say a simple prayer each day 
during Advent. 

• Make an Advent Wreath.  You 
can use your Advent Wreath as 
the center of your “prayer table.” 

• Slow down!  Spend some time 
sharing stories about your own 

celebrations of Christmas with 
your children.  Or read the Christ-
mas story in the Bible.  Luke 2:1-
20 is a good start! 

• Look up the symbols of Jesus’ 
Family Tree.  It is called a 
Jesse Tree.  You can make 
Chrismons, these are orna-
ments that have the symbols 
of Jesus’ family on them. 
 
Take time to enjoy this sea-
son with your family every 
day. 

 
Holy Trinity Christmas 

Star Program 
What is the Star Program and 
how can you help? 
   Here at Holy Trinity approximately 
28 years ago, a group of parishioners 
had an idea to share our Christmas 
generosity with those less fortunate.  A 
number of the inner city parishes were 
contacted and our program began. 
   As years went by the program grew 
larger as we now include our HOPE 
House recipients who are also in need 
of our help at this special time of year.  
HOPE serves approximately 200 fami-
lies and in the inner city parishes we 
now serve 40 families.  Both local and 
inner city families need our help and 
our prayers. 
 

So, what do we do? 
   With your generosity, we fill baskets 
of food and gifts to be delivered to 
these needy families before Christmas 
day.  If it weren’t for our program, 
these families would have very little if 

People Look East the Time is Near... 

Cont’d on page 4 
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What is a Parish? 
   There are many an-
swers to this question.  A 
couple simple ones come 
to mind. 

   It’s a place that’s got a church  
building and a parking lot.  It’s where 
you go to Mass on Sunday.  It’s where 
you belong, so when the time comes, 
you can get married or buried. 
   Canon Law (the operating guidelines 
of the Church) says a parish is a geo-
graphical area within which baptized 
Catholics reside and are offered spiri-
tual aid (religious education and the 
sacraments). 
   These descriptions are sort of dry 
and formal.  What is your descrip-
tion ... not of just any parish but your 
parish?  What describes the parish you 
want to belong to?  Here’s mine.  I 
want my parish to be: 
• A place where I can find peace in 

times of trouble. 
• A people who try to do what Christ 

did. 

• A community where I feel my  
   presence is needed and appreciated. 
• A place where I am known and 

cared for. 
• A place where I can learn and grow 

in my faith. 
• A people who are humble and quick 

to know where we need to 
do better. 

• A place that is eager to 
welcome and learn from 
the “newcomer.” 

• Where I experience God 
in the liturgy. 

• Where hope is renewed. 
• Where I hear and see  
   opportunities to help others. 
• Where our children learn about 

Christ in a compelling and forma-
tive way. 

• A place where I learn how to bring 
Christ to others. 

• Where I can learn how to pray. 

Music Ministry 
O Come Little Children 
   Children in grades 2-8 
are invited to be a part of 
the Christmas Children's 
Choir.  We will be practic-
ing (Marian Rm.) on the 
following dates: 
   Sat., Dec. 3 - 12:30 pm 
   Sat., Dec. 10 - 11:00 am 
   Sat., Dec. 17 - 12:30 pm 
   Meet on Christmas Eve (Church) at 
3:15 pm to warm up and sing before 
the 4 pm Mass.  Come and be a part 
of the beautiful Christmas music and 
proclamation of Christ's birth!  Please 
email Clare Schreiber at 
cschreiber2@rochester.rr.com or 
leave a message at church. 
 

Contemporary Choir Christmas 
   At the 6 pm Christmas Eve Mass, 
our Contemporary Choir will be wel-
coming the Christ child.  Our prac-
tices (Marian Rm.) are as follows: 
   Sat., Dec. 3 at 10:00 am 
   Sat., Dec. 17 at 10:00 am 

is not sure where the next meal is 
coming from.  Parents may also be 
concerned that they do not have 
enough income to purchase all the 
food the family needs.  There also may 
not be enough food for all the family 
members.  
   The volunteers at HOPE Ministry 
were worried about meeting the needs 
of all who come for help.  We put out 
the call for food donations to schools, 
scout troops, and our community of 
churches.  In the past few weeks, we 

have experienced an outpouring 
of support from everywhere, but 
especially from our Holy Trinity 
family.  Please know that with 
all your prayers, as well as the 
bags and boxes of food, we are 
able to feed our neighbors. 

   “For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, a stranger and you welcomed 
me.” The Gospel of Matthew 
   Call 265-6694 to volunteer or more 
information.    
Margery Morgan and Maria Buttaccio 

• A place that helps me see the needs 
of the poor and act on their behalf. 

   I could list about 50 more but it 
would only bore you.  Anyway on 
these few pages you will find infor-
mation about this parish, Holy Trin-
ity.  We are not perfect by any means, 
but we’re trying.  I hope you find 
something of interest on these pages 

and that you join us in trying 
to make a difference in this 
world for Jesus Christ. 
   If you are new to the parish 
and feel as if none of the 
things I’ve listed above have 
happened to you, or if you 

would like to share your ideas on 
these matters, call me, or write to me, 
fhoran@dor.org.  Tell me how 
you’ve found things so far at HT.  I, 
or someone on the staff, will be in 
touch with you (if you wish) to further 
the conversation. 
   In the meantime, join us for Mass 
and the Advent journey to Christmas 
we are about to begin.  
God bless you every day, Fr. Tim. 

   Sat., Dec. 24 at 5:15 pm 
   Anyone in grades 3 through adult 

are invited to join us. 
 

Traditional Choir  
Christmas 
   We will be welcoming our 
Lord at the 10:00 pm Mass.  
Carols will begin at 9:35 pm.  
We practice every Wed. eve-

ning at 7:15-9:15 pm in the Marian 
Room.  We welcome anyone to join 
our choir at anytime but especially at 
Christmas. 
 

HOPE Ministry 
   In October, HOPE Ministry 
experienced a food shortage.  It 
was the first time in many years 
that the number of people need-
ing help was exceeding our food sup-
ply.  Suburban food pantries, like 
HOPE, have seen a rapid, sudden 
increase in individuals and families 
that are “food insecure.”  Food inse-
curity is lack of reliable access to 
food.  This often means that a person 
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ST. NICHOLAS 
A Saint for Advent and Christmas 
   The true story of Santa Claus begins 
with the story of St. Nicholas! 

   Nicholas was 
born about 17 
centuries ago in 
Turkey.  His 
parents raised 
him as a Chris-
tian and when 

his parents died, Nicholas gave all of 
the money that his parents left him to 
people who were poor or sick or suf-
fering.  He became a bishop and was 
sent to prison because he believed in 
Jesus with all of his heart.  While in 
prison he still believed and loved Je-
sus with all his heart.  He helped the 
other prisoners, by giving them the 
gifts of hope and faith. 
   Nicholas died in AD 325.  We re-
member him on December 6.  If you 
would like to learn more about him, 
find activities and recipes or see pic-
tures you can go to: 
www.stnicholascenter.org. 
 

A Christmas Pageant 
For Everyone 

   On December 18, at 1:00 pm, please 
join us in the Gathering Space for a 
family presen-
tation of: The 
Nativity Story.  
This children’s 
pageant is a 
wonderful way 
to bring the 
REAL meaning 
of Christmas into your hearts during 
this busy time of year.  Come and join 
our parish children as they present 
this precious story of the birth of our 
Savior, in their own special way!  
There is no cost and everyone is in-
vited!   Cookies and punch will be 
served after the performance. 
 

Called to Glory! is the theme 
for the National Catholic Youth Con-
ference in Indianapolis.  As I write 

House with their STAR program.  
Keep a check on the bulletin for meet-
ing times. 
 

Game Night  
for 4th/5th/6th Grade 
happens once a month in Murphy 
Hall.  The gym and Youth Room is 
open from 6-8 pm for basketball, 

board games, kickball, foos-
ball and more.  Any youth in 
4th/5th/6th grade and their 
friends are invited to attend.  
Older youth are invited to be 
teen helpers and adult chap-

erones are always needed.  Our next 
gathering will be Saturday, January 
7, 2012, from 6-8 pm.  Further gather-
ings are posted in the bulletin and on 
the website.  Pizza and pop is avail-
able. 
 

New Middle School  
Program starting in January, 
2012.  Living My Faith is for all 
youth in grades 6-8.  We will meet 
twice a month from 9:30 am – 10:20 
am in the Peace and Unity Room.  
Come and check us out on Sunday, 
January 8, 2012. 
 

Retreat Opportunities are 
available for all youth in grades 6-12.  
The High School Retreat “At Sea with 
God” will be Jan. 13-15, at Camp 
Stella Maris.  The Middle School Re-
treat will be on Saturday, February 
4, here at Holy Trinity and sponsored 
by the Diocese of Rochester.  Keep a 
check on the bulletin and website for 
additional information. 
 

HT Youth Ministry is our 
Facebook page and emails are sent out 
monthly of upcoming 
events.  If you would like 
to be a friend of our Face-
book page or get monthly 
emails, contact Sr. Laurie 
at 265-1616 ext 311 or  
sorman@dor.org. 
 

this article we are getting ready to at-
tend the conference with 600 pil-
grims from the Diocese of Rochester 
and 23,000 from all over the world.  
The youth have been given the op-
portunity to share their “talents” and 
to learn from others how Jesus has 
been powerful in their lives.  We 
look forward to coming back and 
sharing with you our experi-
ences. 
   Thank you to everyone for 
your prayers and monetary 
support of our trip.  We look 
forward to having youth in 
grades 9-12 join us for NCYC 
2013 in Indy! 
 

Confirmation Preparation 
Information Meeting 

   Anyone interested in receiving the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is invited 
to attend a meeting on:  Tuesday, 
February 7, 2012, at 7:00 pm, in 
the Peace & Unity Room. 
  This is the beginning of preparation 
to receive the Sacrament of Confir-
mation in 2012.  If you have any 
questions call or e-mail: Mary Haas 
@ 265-4750, mhaas@dor.org or Sr. 
Laurie Orman @ 265-1616 ext. 
311, sorman@dor.org.  There is in-
formation on the Holy Trinity web-
site as well: 
www.holytrinityweb.com. 
 

Youth Group Christmas 
Party will be on Sun., Dec. 18, 
from 11:30 am – 
1:00 pm.  We will 
meet in the Youth 
Room.  Please 
bring your favorite 
Christmas cookie to share and a 
friend.  Open to all youth in grades 6-
12.  We will then attend the Christ-
mas pageant as a group at 1 pm, in 
the Gathering Space. 
 

Youth Ministry Service 
Project will be available on Satur-
day, Dec. 17.  We will assist HOPE 

Life-Long Faith Formation: Youth Ministry - Faith Formation 
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   On December 16, anyone can join 
us in sorting food items for these 
families and also help with deliveries 
in the morning on December 17.  If 
you are interested in helping, please 
contact Brenda Chevalier at the Par-
ish Office, 265-1616. 
   At this time, we also ask for dona-
tions of turkeys or ham to be col-
lected just before deliveries.  If you 
would like to donate either, please 
contact Michelle Cummings at 315-
524-7589.  The deadline for collect-
ing turkeys and ham is December 16 
by 4:00 pm.  God Bless all of you! 

Brenda Chevalier 

nothing at all for the holidays. 
 

What do they get?  
   Stars are placed in all the entrances 
in church which have gift ideas writ-
ten on them with a suggested amount 
of $20 per gift.  You will see these 
stars at all church entrances and on 
the tree in the Gathering Space of 
church beginning the weekend of No-
vember 19 and 20.  We ask that gifts 
be returned to church by December 
10 and 11 for sorting. 
   Food baskets are also at the en-
trances for non-perishable food items: 
toiletries, baby needs and paper prod-
ucts. 
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Christmas Star Program  (Cont’d from page 1) How to Bring Others 
to Christ 

   As Christians we are called to bring oth-
ers to Christ.  Here are twelve ideas on 
how to do this: 
 

• Share with a friend how God is at work 
in your life. 

• Volunteer in Youth Ministry activities. 
• Greet others at Sunday Mass with 

enthusiasm and sincere joy. 
• Spend time with a friend who just 

needs you to listen. 
• Help with Vacation Bible School. 
• Create a peaceful atmosphere at work. 
• Offer to be a sponsor for the RCIA 

process. 
• Pray with family and friends before 

meals. 
• Join an ecumenical group.  Learn 

about others’ beliefs and share your 
Catholic beliefs with them. 

• Examine how you live as a disciple.  
Challenge yourself to do more. 

• Invite family and friends to come to 
Mass and other sacraments with you. 

• Pray that more people will find Jesus 
in their lives. 

Family Advent Weekend Fair 
Sat. & Sun., Dec. 3 & 4, After All Masses 

   Join us for fun family activities in the Parish Hall where you 
will find Advent Bingo, St. Nicholas Boots, an area to make 
cards for the homebound and Chrismons: Christmas ornaments 
in the shape of religious symbols. 
   You will also be able to pick up some of your Christmas gifts at the  
Marketplace located in the Peace & Unity Rooms.  There you will find a 
nice variety of religious goods, Christmas Angels, benefiting HOPE and the 

Orphans in Haiti, “Enjoy the City” and Dinner Theater Books, 
Soup Jars and Baked Goods benefiting Webster Comfort Care, 
our history book, 150 Years of God’s Grace, Girl Scout cookies, 
and other items. 
   There will be refreshments with coffee and doughnuts, hot 
chocolate and cookies, cider and other goodies!  So stop by and 

see what’s available.  There’s something for everyone! 


